Moonlight Quilters — Due October 7, 2026

La rAY Leaf from the Carefree Quilts by Joy-Lily book
12.5" Unfinished

Try some curved piecing! You’ll make two blocks, each with
a different background fabric. Read all the instructions first.

Choose two gold, yellow, brown, or green prints that read

solid. Cut each into three pieces per the table below:

W x H
Qty. (inches) Block Unit
1 each of 2 14x 14  Backgrounds
. 14x14
1 each of 2 1x22 Center Veins Bkgrnd
1 each of 2 1x20 Strip-pieced Leaves

1x22 Center Vein

| | l_l

1x20 Leaf

. ]

For the leaves, cut 20" strips from a assorted fall colors (including reds and purples). Strip widths should vary
from 1" to 2". Include both veins of the background fabrics and randomly piece the 20" strips until you have
one rectangle that is at least 9" tall. Press seams in one direction.

1.
2.

Trim the strip-pieced rectangle to 18 x 9".

Fold the rectangle in half, lengthwise. With the
fold on the left, make a diagonal cut from bottom
left to top right.

Open the center triangle and cut it in half on the
fold line. Set aside a pair of A’s and a pair of B’s.

Cut a 14" background square in half diagonally.
Slide one half to leave a 1" gap between the two
diagonal cuts.

Lay the A triangles on the background triangles,
both right-side up. Align their long edges, per the
diagram. Don’t try to match up seams. Pin in place.

To make a leaf template, cut any piece of paper to
the approximate size of the strip-pieced triangle.
Draw a smooth leaf shape, edge to edge, as deep
or shallow as you like. Cut it out of the paper.

Lay the template on the strip set. Rotary cut
around the curve through both layers of fabric (the
strip set and the background). Flip the pattern and
repeat for the other half of the leaf. Discard the
two backround leaf shapes.

Keep going—you’re more than half-way there!
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For help, call Diane Hoxeng at 707 861-9216 or text/call 831 246-3246.



Attach the Leaf to the Background

8. Work each half separately. Find the center of the curved edge of the leaf and background by folding
each in half and marking the center with a pin.

9. Place the pieced leaf shape on the background, right sides together. With your fingers, bring the edges
together, from the center to the top, being careful not to stretch the bias edges. Pin the start, center,
and end. It is OK if there is some extra leaf, or the leaf doesn’t reach the edge of the background curve.

10. Using a large stitch (in case things don’t go well), slowly sew a scant %" seam. Pivot often. Move the
top and bottom fabrics to bring the curves together as you sew. If it helps, carefully clip the curve.

11. Press the curved seam outward. Sew the other side the same way.

12. Trim the long edge of each triangle.

13. Sew the 1 x 22" strip of matching background fabric (the center “vein”) to one side of the leaf.
14. Line up the tips of both halves of the leaf and sew the second half to the center strip.

15. Iron well and trim to 12.5 x 12.5".

Now you are ready to make the second leaf, using the B strip set triangles. If you like, cut the background
square diagonally up to 2” off-center to tilt your leaf differently within the block.

Every block will be different AND BEAUTIFUL. Here are some examples of leaf shapes.
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For help, call Diane Hoxeng at 707 861-9216 or text/call 831 246-3246.



